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WHAT IS ARTICLE 50 AND WHAT 
DOES IT ACTUALLY SAY?



STEPS TO LEAVING THE EU



                             ARTICLE 50
1. Any Member State may decide to withdraw from the Union in accordance with its own constitutional requirements.

2. A Member State which decides to withdraw shall notify the European Council of its intention. In the light of the guidelines provided by 
the European Council, the Union shall negotiate and conclude an agreement with that State, setting out the arrangements for its 

withdrawal, taking account of the framework for its future relationship with the Union. That agreement shall be negotiated in accordance 
with Article 218(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. It shall be concluded on behalf of the Union by the Council, 

acting by a qualified majority, after obtaining the consent of the European Parliament.

3. The Treaties shall cease to apply to the State in question from the date of entry into force of the withdrawal agreement or, failing that, 
two years after the notification referred to in paragraph 2, unless the European Council, in agreement with the Member State 

concerned, unanimously decides to extend this period.

4. For the purposes of paragraphs 2 and 3, the member of the European Council or of the Council representing the withdrawing 
Member State shall not participate in the discussions of the European Council or Council or in decisions concerning it.

A qualified majority shall be defined in accordance with Article 238(3)(b) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.

5. If a State which has withdrawn from the Union asks to rejoin, its request shall be subject to the procedure referred to in Article 49.



                            ARTICLE 49
Any European State which respects the values referred to in Article 2 and is committed to 
promoting them may apply to become a member of the Union. The European Parliament 

and national Parliaments shall be notified of this application. The applicant State shall 
address its application to the Council, which shall act unanimously after consulting the 

Commission and after receiving the assent of the European Parliament, which shall act by 
an absolute majority of its component members. The conditions of admission and the 

adjustments to the Treaties on which the Union is founded, which such admission entails, 
shall be the subject of an agreement between the Member States and the applicant State. 

This agreement shall be submitted for ratification by all the contracting States in accordance 
with their respective constitutional requirements. The conditions of eligibility agreed upon by 

the European Council shall be taken into account.





CAN ARTICLE 50 BE 
REVERSED?
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“Freedom is the sure 
possession of those 
alone who have the 
courage to defend 
it.” 





Poland and Hungary : A bigger threat 
to the EU than Brexit?



Poland’s constitutional order is under a 
full-scale assault by the country’s right-wing 
government - the Law and Justice party (PiS)



Let us first establish the facts…
 

● As in most European countries, the Polish Constitutional Court is a powerful institution. It 
has sole authority to declare laws unconstitutional.

●  The previous government had to deal with an unusual situation – the retirement of 5 
judges (out of 15) of the Constitutional court.

● It passed a law allowing the outgoing parliament to choose the replacing judges which 
allowed the election on two judges.

● The Constitutional Court decided the law was unconstitutional and so the other three 
were elected properly.

● What the current government in Poland (Law and Justice) did was pass a resolution 
invalidating the election of the newly elected five judges, without waiting for the court’s 
decision.

● The president backed up the decision of the government by swearing in four of the newly 
recruited judges.

● This move was considered to make sense only if the goal is the complete political takeover 
of the court.



                                                      A threat to the rule of law?

● Poland’s parliament adopted a new media law that gives the conservative government 
more latitude to control state-run television and radio.

● All these anti-democratic changes have challenged the principles of the European Union 
which is ready to sanction Poland with Article 7 for the first time in history!



                                               What is Article 7?

● An EU infringement procedure to be used against member countries that have committed 
fundamental rights violations.

● There are two parts — Article 7.1 would allow the Council to give a formal warning to any 
country accused of violating fundamental rights. If that doesn’t have the desired effect, 
Article 7.2 would impose sanctions and suspend voting rights.

● The EU threatened Poland with the suspension of their voting rights.

                     Will Poland be the next country to leave the EU? 
                                              Probably not…





How is Hungary a threat to EU policies?



 

● Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban has consolidated power and built an 
increasingly authoritarian regime.

● Hungary refuses to accept its quota of refugees in the country just like the other 
member states.

● This leads to having refugees gathered against the razor wire fence Hungary has 
erected on its border with Serbia.

● The European Union claims to stand for liberal democracy, respect for human 
dignity, and human rights. With his regime’s xenophobic rhetoric and hostile 
treatment of refugees, Hungary is not respecting these values and encouraging 
other eastern European governments to follow his example.

● Hungary is a threat to Europe’s legal order and has also been threatened with the 
use of Article 7 but the European Parliament rejected a proposal to impose 
sanctions.





WHAT ABOUT ITALY?

BREXIT AS A DYNAMIC PHENOMENON?
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AFTER BREXIT...











WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN THE 
NEXT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

ELECTION IN 2019?





WHAT 
ABOUT THE  
EUROPE 
UNION?


